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'Now the serpent was cunning beyond any beast of the field that HASHEM God had made. Hg

said to the womnan, “Did, perhaps, God say: 'You shall not eat of any tree of the garden?’
2 The woman said to the serpent, "Of the fruit of any tree of the garden we may eat. 3 Of the
fruit of the tree which is in the center of the garden God has said: ‘You shall neither eat of it nor

touch it, lest you die.

4 The serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die; * for God knows that on the day
you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”

® And the woman perceived that the tree was good for eating and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was desirable as a means to wisdom, and she took of its fruit and ate;

o Actscoll -Sdoe Cumath

5-6. oYk y7" '3 — For God knows. The serpent used
another ploy familiar to those who try to rationalize the
Torah away. They contend that those who convey and
interpret the Law of God are motivated by a selfish desire to
consclidate power in themselves. “God did not prohibit this
tree out of any concern for your lives, but because He is
aware that by eating from it you will attain extra wisdom,
and become omniscient like Him. Then you will be indepen-

lo

and she gave also to her husband with her and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were
opened and they realized thal they were naked: and they sewed logether a fig leaf and made
themselves aprons.

8 They heard the sound of HASHEM God manifesting Itself in the garden toward evening; and
the man and his wife hid from HASHEM God among the lrees of the garden. ° HASHEM God called
oul to the man and said to him, “Where are you?"

19 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and | was afraid because | am naked, so

dent of Him" (R" Hirsch). The tempter did not explicitly tell | hid. "
the woman to eat the fruit, but he had enveloped her in his
spell. She looked on the tree with a new longing — its fruit
was good to eat, a delight to the eyes, and it would give her
wisdom. Then she brought it to Adam and repeated every-
thing the serpent had told her. He was nny, at one with her,
and not blameless (i.e., he was not hopelessly tempted or
unreasonably deceived), and therefore liable to punishment
(Radak; Ibn Ezra).
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'" And He said, “Who told you that you are naked? Have you eaten of the tree from which |
‘'ommanded you not lo eat?"
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From the beginning of Elul, the custom is to recite chap-
ter 27 in Tehillim — >ywm »mn 'n 115 twice a day. Its particu-
lar relevance to this period is explained by our Sages in the
Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah, ch. 21)_where they say >nx, “my
light”, refers to Rosh HaShonah and »wer, “my salvation™, to
Yom Kippur.

Everyone understands that Yom Kippur is a salvation for
klal Yisroel. It is a day that offers an opportunity to shed all our
sins and become reborn in a spiritual sense. Why, however, is
Rosh HaShonah referred to as “my light”? On this day we
live in fear of our lives, not knowing how we will be judged
and what the future holds in store. Even the heavenly angels
tremble; yet, we are told that this same day 1s like a beacon of
light! What does this mean?

Every Jew is born with a mission to fulfil. His task is to
perform as many mitzvos as possible and to bring honour to

}iashgm at every opportunity. All other activities, physical and

material, are of secondary importance, and if we live with

! thisperspective we will merit Olom HaBo and the pleasure of

verlasting life.
_’Hashem, however, has created the satan, whose duty it is

to try to make a Jew forget his true purpose in this world and
lose sight of the correct priorities. Instead of concentrating on
spiritual achievement, the satan persuades him to focus more
on material gains and to aim for wealth, luxury, and physical

indulgence. These temporal pleasures are presented as being
creditable pursuits. Olom HaZeh is projected so attractively
that he begins to believe that doss heist gelebt, that is what life
is all about; Qlom HaBo is pushed into the background.

This picture, however, is an illusion. Olom HaZeh may

seem real and worthwhile but, in fact, everything it offers is
deceptive. The true value of life does not consist of earthly
assets; on the contrary, as our Sages write (Pirkei Avos, ch. 4),
those who chase after them will never be happy and they
will “remove a man from the world”. They may appear to be
profitable but in truth, it is a fantasy fabricated by the satan to
deflect a Jew from his real assignment.
\S AKThe story is told of an ignorant villager who heard that in
the big city there is something called a cinema where one can
see all sorts of spectacular events taking place. He therefore
saved up to buy a ticket and was Ushered into a dark room
with a big screen upon which he could view cars in mo-
tion, huge buildings, and mountains — and he was positively
entranced. But one thing disturbed him greatly — the room
was so dark! Impulsively, he stood up and switched on the
nearest light and, wonder of wonders, the whole picture faded
away. Everyone present shouted at him, “Fool, put out the
light! Don’t you know that the whole spectacle only appears
Yhen it is dark. The light makes everything vanish” (Rav L.
Chasman).

'—'&st HaShonah, »»x v, is that light that causes the imag-

sry of the satan to disappear. Throughout the year, we live in

darkness, caught up in an illusory existence and chasing after
things that seem good and beneficial. At the advent of this
Day of Judgment, when every Jew stops to contemplate his

lifestyle and becomes introspective — he begins to see things

ditferently and to question. Has he not overlooked the central

_purpose of life — to work towards the acquisition of Olom

HaBe rather than pursuing the fleeting attractions of Olom
-HaZeh? Is it not time to concentrate more on studying Torah

and practicing kindness to others? Rosh HaShonah is »n

— when one sees things in their true light and the decepuve

With light comes joy, a feeling of happiness at knowing
that we are now back on the right track. ywn %am onwn noe»
— the entire universe is elated, ¥inn nx VVvYY 83 D — because

we stand before a Heavenly judgment that brings us to our
senses and helps us to reorganize our hife and fulfil our mis-
sion. As Rashi writes at the beginning of Bereishis, the world
was created for klal Yisroel and to enable them to keep the
Torah. When Yidden recognise the truth and aim to accom-
plish this task, the whole cosmos jumps for joy.
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~ =  Prominent amongst the prayers on Rosh HaShonah is the
P~ one which begins oy _min ovn and is repeated three times.
Likewise, we say, Wi DPZ 1175t Twyn N9 NN 0PN At in the mussaf
Amidah. These phrases refer to the fact that Rosh HaShonah
coincides with the day of the formation of Adam, when the
creation of the universe was completed.

What, however, is the connection between Rosh
HaShonah, the Day of Judgment, and the anniversary of
Adam’s creation? Whilst it is true that Adam was also judged
on this day for his misdemeanour, nevertheless, we don’t make
mention of his sentence and only refer to the fact that today

is Pwyn n»nn — when man first came on the scene. Why is
this so relevant?

In order to answer this question, let us pose another, un-
related problem. Would it not have been more appropriate to
make this Day of Judgment on the last day of the year rather
than at the beginning of a new year which we have not yet
embarked upon?
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I believe that the answer to these difficulties is crucial to

the whole spirit of Rosh HaShonah. The formation of the
world was a unique creation of yxn v — with something
coming into_being ex nihilo. Even in our own remarkable
times of fabulous technology and breathtaking ingenuity, no
one has yet succeeded in creating anything out of nothing
— that happened only once, at mwxna nwyn. “
Nevertheless, the essence of that day reverberates in the
universe whenever we reach the same point in the Jewish
calendar. Just as emanations of holiness reach the world ev-
ery Shabbos, of forgiveness every Yom Kippur, of freedom on
Pesach, and of Torah on Shavuos, so too, on this day of n>nn
Twyn, there is a spirit of pan v which manifests itself in dif-

ferent ways.
at

"On Rosh HaShonah, we read in the Torah the chapter, .

of mv nx 1p9 'm — when Hashem remembered Sarah and® -
)

allowed her to conceive Yitzchok. The Magen Avrohom ex-

plains that this Divine decision was made on Rosh HaShonah

and for this reason we read that specific section. The prob-

lem is, Are not all Heavenly decisions concluded on Rosh

HaShonah, so why do we choose to speak about Sarah’s con-
ception more than any other occurrence?

The answer is: our Sages in tractate Yevamos (64b) record

that Sarah did not possess the physical faculties necessary to

/ conceive a child and yet she did! This is because her “remem-

") brance” was on Rosh HaShonah — a day invested with the

L creative capacity of prn v and she suddenly acquired the ability

to give birth, which did not exist beforehand (Rav S. Pincus).

Similarly, in the apposite field of teshuvah, Rosh HaShonah
15 the first of the ten days dedicated to repentance, and every-
one 15 obliged to commit himself to improvement — a pledge
which will gain him a favourable judgment. The problem is
that often a person thinks that he cannot change his regular
behaviour. A married woman who hitherto has not covered
her hair feels unable to comply with this demanding Torah
obligation and don a sheitel. Someone who has never learned
Torah believes that such a study is beyond him. Those wealthy
people who cannot part with their money maintain that they
were born with an ungenerous nature over which they have
little or no control.

}\‘.& Little do they realise that these opinions are without foun-
dation. Every Jew is required and able to meet the challenge
“of the Torah and correct his faults and particularly on Rosh
HaShonah — the obw mn ov. On this day, we celebrate a
creation of yan v, enabling everyone to utilise this spirit of
mennn and discover new, untapped reserves to improve his
or her Yiddishkeit.

In truth, this is the essence of teshuvah — an undertak-
1,__vhich enables a person to shed his past and become as if
newly created. In tractate Rosh HaShonah (16b) the Maharsha
writes in the name of the Kabbalists, that in order to effect
the spiritual metamorphosis of teshuvah, Hashem wears a tal-
lis, the same one that He wore at the creation. The imiplica-
tion is clear. Just as at the beginning of the world everything
was completely new, so too, when a Jew commits himself to
change for the better, Hashem invokes the spirit of N11 TPUNT
D'PYN in order to t?argfony that person and make him into a
o . _—
3 And tor that very reason, Rosh HaShonah, the judgment

j?y, was fixed to coincide with pwyn n»nn owa nt, so as to
help us to tap new spiritual reserves which hover in the world

/on this day and make a fresh start. The time is ripe and the
/ opportunity is there. It is up to us to seize the moment and
. make the right resolution.
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level of readiness to offer all we are and all we possess for the
sake of proclaiming HaKadosh Baruch Hu as King over us.
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These verses deal with Hashem’s influence and the revelation —

of His glory in the lower spheres. Additionally, they deal with
our recognition of His kingship and our eager acceptance of Yy
omy myn, the yoke of the Heavenly kingdom.

The verses also talk about two different eras. The first part re-
fers to the period of nya 0%V — our présent world, which con-
tains evil and the yetzer ha-ra (evil inclination). These have a cer-

tain authority, with the power to entice man to sin. During this
first era, Hashem Yisbarach reveals Himself as a mighty One in
battle (mnnYm M22), because He “does battle” with the powers of
evil. This means that, although they have been created by Hashem
to exist and to be battled with, Jashem restricts and curtails these
evil powers so that they should not have too much authcrity. Ha-
shem also helps man conquer his evil inclination (consult Chazal
in Kiddushin 30b: “Man’s evil inclination threatens to overpower
him daily, and wants to destroy him...and if HaKadosh Baruch
Hu doesn’t help him, he would never manage to conquer it”).

The verse continues — 18Y Pp9K 1 — which Onkelos trans-

lates as, “[Therefore,] Hashem’s word assists them,” i.e. Hashem
Yisbarach is always helping them — 12 39n nyr1m — “And the_
_Shechinah (Divine Presence) of their King is in their midst.” On-
kelos understands ny1n here to mean Ny — friendship, as
Rashi says: “ny11n has the connotation of affection and friend-
ship, as it says (Shmuel II 15:37): Ty7 Ny, ‘David’s friend,’ i.e.

the one who loves David.” Onkelos’s interpretation has Bil'am
proclaiming that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has affection for Yisrael
and Toves them. The beginning of the verse presents the reason:

Hashem Yisbarach does not see iniquity in Ya’akov, nor any

wrongdoing in Yisrael, namely because they have no sins. The

3%
Sy 1P oY oS Ymaw anme (tem W asna me e (7
yon 1 o pewnn oembren 5 onb nn onk onnnb
M ovm s M o oy ow bn Mmas admnb bowp s
e e an Sewd e AR o Emma b noben
bpws oNep opn pab B MANR Sw wp en e omn By
<ornm Ipn M pey ot pxn K9S spnm mna MY Sy e
obmn T o v 9 aap oy Sxer B55h proamohms
b by e o Ymph oven Sww v W oud 9w
AR TTON APDRR BY AR A PIDBTY A et - ww) PR
T > P Sewh P o Sman v D - o
Senm e T P PR D T Amen oush "R pewnn
MR P MA meD Bpn MTR PEN opon aneen M
bxerh San 5wy mas meten PN ey M Aapn ob
rmen oaeb Dy ToRnmT D WD KA 3mnn MmOy oy
T UM (2 T oest Amg) QIO 131 93 oeve oTIenD PN
pwen 1 Sy orpem amebe ohamn on Sxwrw s o s
S 1 pnvoyn 9o o n Tons oy amns 13 e

o7 by awn msbn wpmm

ompn 993 1A 3 n ud dww nawnna wpab wak N
wy b p opa o msbe mbd Soww 3w oown
b3 335 Swsm anews ApR AInAs YIaph mvwena wb anw
M TapE U SYTSET MT DUNT oW B3t [ Tonn ow
Jamow nop A A3wn W Yo - T PSR traa ot on
"maa @ ub e wpab Sou oy arbps mrnn 93 Seawn b
53 Sp rmyn Sy Sweb yvom nsn wh e - T e
by oW UNY OUUA ASD 0N DRI ITD WR TN PRI
—ﬁn.m*vw: URY WO TR PIIIR W DA

f doing in Yisrael; t
in Ya'akov nor seen wrongaoing | '
::ith him and he has the King s friendship

when the heads of the p
united” (Devarim 33:5).

“And it says: ‘Lift up your heads,
entrances be lifted up,
glorious King? Hashem
tle. Lift up your heads, O gates, lift up,
rious King may enter. Who is the glori
He is the glorious King for all eternity’

a3
- an KD MEN
bpy A7 KY) 3PYI3 T D3O K N
e 43 7% nynm mv_ "?‘7._(_ hi
¥ i : ‘He has not beheld iniquily
rpriire he Eternal his God is
# (Bemidbar 23:21).

35
TSt ey Tmpre nownmy wpab Wwoe M piod M3 (RS
oma MenTen mbyan b9 oon v a1 M PR WK
bemy 35 b33 WOy AW MR TOM UK Qo oMo uhy T oomm
why mow mytn ma v o3 aowd wodren 9 A z:t‘;@tm o
DY DR DROAT D3 SRR WIN XY Meph Wi u anessy
orn MIEN MoYE9 AN BR OX wpab DI B A 1D I,
D 3¥m 9m3 unR wwn oy mewh e amsbed pa mvd
NpAm s M K0 T AMapRn R IR NS NSAR e
JSRBEA MY TN MIEBEI M3 PEpnen 13 nows NOR A9 T2S

. — X

X7 W3 T DY WK NOXNAZ 190 g
“IGod] has become [acknowledged as] King in Yeshuru:
eople are assembled, the tribes of Yisracl are

- ¥
<pon BT jON On3 MY TR v W o pens T G
wpn o 93 NP DEANRM DUORIN vy MR W R )
a3 SEEIN Y AN ARSEN F9TI MPT3T2 BN MR ‘
Ly wrbwn PIOBA MM 9 BNR N WED ey W z,zwn
—ANmy ohabmn b T AP - o pers T J\'-;;-. B
YPOR M 33 PO NP - NOWY AINRS w2 ;nnm;']’“ R
el sl AT LA el L L M
SmECS WIDED | Q9K PPRM N3N T by e :-nw* _;_
by W few o 33 B0 e W ) nm-;m; u::w
N NI ARY T WHR TWHUn wory w0 M3 M 7
o T B9 AR W DR o o Yoxa o - 2 At
Peen - DY TWRT JERANS VN ™ 3 T o upt prr men) P
byas AARAN D13 WOR WIDAN° 33 AP MTIARAM MBS
g BSP T D P B3 PY KM OPTHA O - OV W oy

01 A SNwm Amapn - DR TR TR 522

T 53 PR WPS T UK INRNY mownma wpay Twor (RN
0 BN UK WNITPY NI UIDI WA jowa o

Jen TBY mo D WM pTEY NYTR MITPNM PR3 vy g
Cxerd pn ' N mDW WD Wpn piosn Mk P wTpnn 'p:
e el aalie k- anaRe PN? mn;: :L’
Yoy mrapny "apy powb mownm NON3 KN UE vm‘: h‘;‘::
S oaepn 9z wnos My Krem N Sxem aIpn 2 Sod
o PSP W ONN 53 pnoy M mpoR By wp T TR
Cmrapmy AN OB PN TN DRI RO D A e

3

RI2N 0Py nno axwym DPUN] OMPW INY

337,732 1Y 1 1353 9 A7 sviapn 9m

. N2} DY 'nno Iy D'WKY 0MYW I :pnbn

199 71333 991 Xin N-IK3¥ N TR Y ar K m iy ':1‘:19
O gates, and may the eternal

so the glorious King may enter. Who is the
, strong and mighty; Hashem, mighty in bat-
eternal entrances, so the glo-
ous King? The Lord of Hosts,

” (Tehillim 24:7-10).

-~



) g
53 Sw menn e opan RO w1 SR v (-"3
W P™ TS 7an e Sow am 5n modpn 9 meon
T 53 050 oY DPTONT RV TN T [ON N - OO T
AWK O™ AN e M MO T P 13T 137 993 WY 0
oy obanm MDD MW 1 MR TR R DN 85D oR T
1T 107 Yoaw W A3k P2 Y33 oty ot Hopr e
Hor s'nk.m:m'? P M 27 P35 oTOR B A3NK PO D N

M 20 P08 op 1 MShE TT0 AR DMIBU UK % enp YRSl
W TING KOBINIA RN RT3 D3 PR S oy w X

T mhEn W &MY oezeew by PP SPOT 3pY WY anow
e oMy we mpwa - a0 Share ux re S pxs Ny
KPR U0 RN TR DY NP T e IR sy
TpRe 2y vy Spm rapn Y W e pw AR o
TN N NRE D e o Sxww mpwa abx vsh pyn ny
MY NPT OYIMY VT GTT oy e M TS kv DY Twn

TBY AT NDIS IR WPNT T opnnw (a0 uerw wma Sran

ghwn 5 % Thm b 1o Sw mebnin mepan wpas

W WA IAMAI upbn M TM¥B3 werp A TMass o
apen w3 o bbb Yy mbenw A qnpwn N nnen

UBE 9o wES WweNY Y D3 K9B N¥Y NP M PR

MBE3 P RYANRD PR Sw PR 3T wordbn e BWR
MM AbYB STUS 3NDw e T T Te 3w MWD W

by M MR BRT S SRS MR ppen an o mnann
YOO DA NOwD PN 9oB D¥Ie Moud RIM " N3N onsw by

,.J 2o 90 g Nt
IN FY{{Lp;nPEJ 3 _we ¥ ":f'

nyw MK SE TEYD 'BY X9R OTRA IR TIT PR P A7RY 13 50 h |
TAY RI IEXY) DY KW WRI W 7P TR OPIR YRw 0D CRW
Wwim WK 27 eI ®2W O YRIN 137 03 .Om ARy ywanh

“p@IY ONR WM T O RYR D MO PR D NN T DR RP

Tma ohawvnnn o' a7 ZE 13 5 .nwInn 1YY ROWAN (DM2TT RN

nywa ox ywn mmom AnxY 3 DRw3a T DR 17ER ,Ovne ThY DTN
SR wYTn A aom e N PUTED MK 00T PYTY NI KW PN
oMT 1 DA LPYTE NN33 KW nywa pn OR YW1 o0 1201 DR hlrah]

BXY M35 5 P KW TR 93 Kom TND T9 MR A TTROY IR I
M3 3TIND TN 13 KITY 50 WMDY TR THD YY) A OT A 13w

k3 1 P K Gy 1] Ly 1YWY ARk WM T TS

! > 'ffr wlc Yo
SR DY DANDY MR J(rwen) W SSWRY vy we ()
T 5o opbeh oreenw Sy wmans ol rmave 53 o e
DYWIBEY DO R DURWN DTRPBY MTwern Ak onb Anb o
PINEN 15N 37 535 WK DD D WS Ay msbeh s
PR EOYR Auab Mo B9 Y TS YD T MIte Tas
WY NI Y MRS I Wpn ARNEM e A amahe
Ton M1 W - M2 o XA EDW MAD WM EIvERY oY
ned Sk usw wpina M Sy oNp e W an mp noTesn
T nredn Sn% amowwr wp o obe pew ow b
Woann ohow Ty mshn man W™ o o 5b mwen,
o | MMaR Moo o Bp A e o masn P o w

e mEen

il

W 5P we wIpnm mobn WA nswmes wpah wen IR
PP 3PH T3 T KW AN WP weps S

DS T 9P b e meown we) PO ATORE MR uab s
T2 S wp pyp opn ewTp wmptn “nas b mep 0
A0 N2 Sy mopiod e (R mm ONWY 13T 8031 o
250 PR IR AMSY MBN MR MR DY TR ™ ewn
MND WP DIWRT DY OWR TN M50 o one Diow s
DOV DY W T RN DR D P e 1 Sy

RIM 921,370 W@ DN - O NND Wen mBn ReTp an -
YT MR WD MO VIS WY YIETR PN ,Tasn o
0D pnnnh KA Y AEPR N LUESR B T e SR menm
535 prom My Aown bt N33 A AN MY D e
Wpa% WON DISTINDY Anerbna A Ay A op o B

G

MK JIWKT K NINGY TAYKD YK qbn 0 ad
ol .D'PYK PR OTYYINY 11X
“Thus said Hash®m, King of Yisrael and its Re-

deemer, the Lord of Hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last, and aside
Jfrom Me, there is no God'” (Yeshayahu 44:6).
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hg central mitzvah of Rosh HaShonah is tekias shofar, a TWRD M 9T NYPN - MWD O 70 DMIPYR InmEn

precept which can determine our whole future in the
year ahead.

On the verse nyrn sy oyn »wen (Tehillim 89:16), which is
said immediately after the shofar is blown, our Sages explain
these words as meaning “Fortunate are Yidden who know
how to win over their Creator with the notes of the shofar.”
Even if Hashem has already sat down on His seat of strict
justice, on hearing these sounds, He will adopt the mood of
compassion and will move to the seat of mercy — »pa 'n
19w. The obvious question 1s, What is the secret of the shofar?
Why should the simple, unsophisticated action of blowing a
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ram’s horn have such a far-reaching effect and awaken Divine AP N3N YT XY KD IMA 0IPRI ¥pN ONT,KP™T I8P D1 -

clemency towards us in this phenomenal manner? 0 nnea 711 oY TIX [T MWW DN AT 3, [A3%ny
Our Sages say,“All animal horns are valid for use on Rosh VPIBT I OIS (K PO K 171 M3bA mdv ) “xpmy
HaShonah except those of a cow or calf (Rosh HaShonah 26a). e
The reason given for this exclusion is that when we blow
the shofar, it is akin to entering the kodesh hakodashim — and
since the calf was worshipped by klal Yisroel in the form of a “NIMPRT MWINNT 07 0wy MY ¥yaua 2% Mav unm
golden calf, it is improper to go into this holy sanctuary with , MRDA 77T ON2Y T - DU ¥R D7, NYPRY Mbnab
a horn which recalls that disgraceful episode of idolatry. Why,
however, is tekias shofar equated with entering the Holy of
i, : 27 INVIAD, PPIYRY DIRA XM XP1TT DWH ,DWH OK 137 NNDA
T When we perform mitzvos, we use diverse, external parts
(Pour body: our hands for charity, our head for tefillin, our
mouth for eating matzah and sometimes our whole body as
with the mitzvah of sukkah. The commandment of shofar, .0°nnn W D0 PRI
however, is different because it requires expelling breath from*
inside our body — and therein lies its unique symbolism
Throughout the year we commit sins until we reach the -
stage of onn 11 Px w1 T 90 9In (Yeshayah 1:6). We have SQ Jearih —l_/cujkif""“ R So ‘:‘?_}‘k&
besmirched ourselves from head to toe, and yet on Rosh -
HaShonah we stand before Hashem and try to find favour in
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Two paths lead to repentance. One is individualistic, the ot}__}gr

E- :

His eyes. On what grounds? The individualistic path focusgs on man. Disappointed with
The answer is that whenever aYid strays it is only an out- himself and his flaws, he resolves to mend his ways. Standing

ward act of waywardness, as indicated by the words 1w1 911 990 ajone, He implores G-d to pardon his sins.

wx — referring to outer limbs. However, the inner essence Yom Kippur is the day for the introspective penitent. Fasting

of a Yid — his nvrmms, is always firmly attached to Hashem. and the vidduy in the day’s liturgy and in the Yom Kippur Temple

service allow him to confront his errors and pledge never to repeat
them, thereby cleansing himself before G-d. “Said R. Akiva: Fortu-
nate are You, Yisra'el. Before Whom do you become purified ...7
Before your Father in heaven” (Mish. Yoma 8:9).

Despite his wrongdoings, he never severs his bond with
Hashem and his basic loyalty remains intact notwithstanding
his occasional lapses.

It is this amo, this inner core of allegiance, that is rep- Inboth scope and content, the alternate path to teshuvah differs
resented by the sound of the shofar that comes from within. giamaﬁcauy"fmm the individualistic approach. Here, the focus is

When its notes are blown and a Yid submits afresh to Divine
authority, he does so with a nvmo that is untarnished. This — e —_—

1o mp) is his kodesh hakodashim_and when it is_gvoked not on man but on G-d. Rather than seeking the Almighty through
through the shofar, it immediately gives rise to Divine fa- " the burden of his sins, man thinks beyond himself. His is a feshuvah
vour. of Rosh HaShanah. On the day that commemorates the creation

£ This thought lends deeper meaning to a verse in para- of man, he contemplates G-d’s role in the history and destiny of
shas Balak Swawra Yoy nxy &9, “Hashem has not observed any wankind. He is awestruck by the magnitude of G-d’s role not only

as Creator and Master of the universe but as the Prime Mover in
_human affairs. Mankind’s fate is in G-d’s hands, and He deter-
» mines it on Rosh HaShanah. One recognizes his own moment in
time as but a fleeting link between man'’s past and future. He

perverseness amongst klal Yisroel” (Bamidbar 23:21). Why not
— are we always perfectly behaved? In response; the verse
concludes ya_19n nyrim and Rashi explains that ayvn is an

expression of my», friendship and closeness. This means that realizes that gternity can be achieved only by connecting to G-d_
even when a Jew is wayward, Hashem is prepared to play and His people. And so he accepts the Sovereignty of the L-rd and
own his iniquity because 1 — deep down inside that person becomes His loyal and inspired servant.

there remains a nym, and an attachment which is never lost. You shall seek G-d your L-rd from there,

That nwn provides the springboard to teshuvah; we reactivate land] you_shall ﬁnd’;

that bond in order to return fully to the right path. N f,?;rﬂ{(:ﬁ ngie];:::d all your soul

) Perhaps for that very reason the only sound of the sho- .S'I i ¥ (08varin.'14:29)

far that is nrlcnu'oncd n the Torah explicitly relating to Rosh 10 Ki di himself and, in the process
HaShonah 1s the teru’ah: 035 mme ;yvn on (Bamidbar 29:1), and i,;c;:;zné_d“:;:r ﬁéZ;nHalgf\::t?lj\s, n*larar::?:liszc‘:vérs G-d,[:h(ejxc’ebyi

not tekiah or shevorim. This is because the sound of the shofar
stems from within and symbolises the nvmma of a Yid which

1s_always nwna with Hashem. It is this inseparable bond that '
bestirs Divine mercy.

discovering himself.
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